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APPENDIX C 

Population, intervention, comparison, outcome (PICO) information card 
 

  

 
Clinical questions may be submitted to 

the clinical librarian at bit.do/PICO 
or by email to dwerner@uchicago.edu. 

 

PICO questions 
Criteria for question formation to facilitate an effective 

literature search 

P 

Population  

I 

Intervention 

C 

Comparison/ 
Control 

O 

Outcome of 
interest 

Example: Among health care providers (P), does using  
alcohol-based sanitizer (I) reduce hospital-acquired infection 

rates (O) as much as traditional hand washing (C)? 
 

For more information about library resources for UChicago 
Medicine, visit guides.lib.uchicago.edu/medicine. 
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