Appendix A
Research Method Definitions 
	Method
	Definition
	Example

	Bibliometrics
	Bibliometrics reveal patterns of scholarly communication, the development of a field of study, and impact factors of scholarly publications. 

	· Citation pattern study


	Content analysis
	Study of recorded communications to determine patterns, themes and infer meaning.
	· Study examining content of websites, social media, books, articles, etc.


	Experimental 
	Studies that explore relationships between independent and dependent variables and attempt to provide evidence of causal relationships. Typically use a randomized controlled or quasi-experimental (non-randomized) study design. 
	· Comparative study
· Pre-post study (including educational interventions)
· A-B study
· Randomized controlled trial
· Quasi-experimental trial

	Focus groups/interview
	Qualitative studies using focus groups or interviews 
	

	Mixed methods 
	Studies that use a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods
	

	Observation/description/field study
	Directed surveillance of an object or subject of investigation including the recording of observed data. Survey research, because of its high occurrence rate, has been placed in a separate category.
	· Library space study
· Systems analysis
· Case study
· Collection analysis


	Secondary data analysis
	Studies that reanalyze data from other sources.
	

	Survey
	Research based on data measured directly through questionnaires. Used to describe the characteristics of, and make predictions, about a population.
	

	Literature review
	In-depth study and evaluation of available information, usually in the form of a review or meta-analysis. 
	· Systematic review
· Meta-analysis
· Scoping review
· Rapid review

	Other methods
	Use sparingly 
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