Appendix C: Definition(s) of study methods

e Comparative Study — comparison of outcomes, results, responses, etc. for
different techniques, approaches or inputs (MeSH pt)
https://www.nIm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html

e FEvaluation Study — publications determining the effectiveness or utility of
processes, personnel, and equipment (MeSH pt)
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/pubtypes.html

e Mixed Methods Research — “...mixed methods research is the type of research in
which a researcher or team of researchers combines elements of qualitative and
quantitative research approaches (e. g., use of qualitative and quantitative
viewpoints, data collection, analysis, inference techniques) for the broad
purposes of breadth and depth of understanding” (23)
https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC5602001

e (Qualitative Description Studies — qualitative description publications have as their
goal a comprehensive summary of events in the everyday terms of those events.
Researchers conducting qualitative descriptive work stay close to their data and
to the surface of words and events. Qualitative descriptive designs typically are
an eclectic but reasonable combination of sampling, and data collection,
analysis, and re-presentation techniques. Qualitative descriptive study is the
method of choice when straight descriptions of phenomena are desired. (22)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/1
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