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Search skills activity

Please read the clinical scenario below and try to answer all of the following questions to the best of your
ability.

Mrs. Smith is a thirty-eight-year-old female who has been referred to you for low back pain following an
injury at work. She is employed as a plumber. You plan on developing an exercise therapy program for
her, and you wonder if Pilates would be good to add to her program.

1. Use this box to write down the main elements or ideas in this scenario.
2. Write a focused clinical question for this scenario to help you organize a search of the clinical literature.

3. Go into Ovid MEDLINE (use this link: [direct link to Ovid MEDLINE]) and conduct a search to find
articles that help answer your focused clinical question.

Select all relevant articles from your search results list (those that answer your clinical question).

In the box below, paste your complete MEDLINE search strategy and the citations of the relevant articles
you have selected (the abstract is not necessary).

Please follow the instructions provided in the handout to copy and paste these items from Ovid (if you
have technical difficulties with the copy and pasting, you may ask the study moderator for help).
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Information literacy self-efficacy scale

“I feel that I am able to...”
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Define the information I need

Identify a variety of potential sources of information

Limit search strategies by subject, language, and date
Conduct search strategies using subject headings

Conduct search strategies using keywords

Conduct search strategies using a combination of subject headings and keywords
Conduct subject headings using logical operators (AND, OR)
Decide where and how to find the information I need

Use electronic information sources

Locate information sources in the library

Use several resources to conduct a search

Select information to respond to the information need
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