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APPENDIX H 

Table S8 Median percentage difference in the number of references retrieved relative to the number of references retrieved by the reference standard 
(with ranges) 

Translation scenario 

PST-A method Manual method 

Median % difference Range Median % difference Range 

PubMed to Web of Science –1.47 (–87.3 to 600.0) 22.8 (–77.2 to 625.7) 

PubMed to Scopus 768.3 (–95.2 to 18,700.0) 46.1 (0.8 to 28,000) 

PubMed to Ovid MEDLINE –12.9 (–66.7 to 82.4) –17.3 (–57.8 to 160.2) 

PubMed to Embase –2.5 (–60.7 to 86.6) –17.9 (–37.9 to 19.8) 

PubMed to Cochrane –1.1 (–100.0 to 486.9) 34.6 (–48.5 to 1,467.2) 

PubMed to CINAHL 13.8 (–38.6 to 1,262.5) 43.0 (–4.6 to 300.0) 

PubMed to all databases –1.5 (–100.0 to 18,700) 2.1 (–77.2 to 28,000.0) 

Ovid MEDLINE to Web of Science 11.7 (–75.9 to 596.7) 7.0 (–78.3 to 731.9) 

Ovid MEDLINE to Scopus 22.5 (–41.2 to 2,012.5) 21.9 (–91.4 to 7,424.8) 

Ovid MEDLINE to PubMed 2.4 (–98.8 to 753.1) 20.4 (–97.5 to 4,658.5) 

Ovid MEDLINE to Embase –23.1 (–99.6 to 7.2) –12.4 (–89.7 to 13.7) 

Ovid MEDLINE to Cochrane 2.4 (–100.0 to 39,716.7) 1.4 (–98.9 to 1,562.9) 

Ovid MEDLINE to CINAHL 40.6 (–84.9 to 563.0) 104.0 (–36.6 to 2,984.7) 
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Translation scenario 

PST-A method Manual method 

Median % difference Range Median % difference Range 

Ovid MEDLINE to all databases 3.0 (–100.0 to 39,716.7) 7.0 (–98.9 to 4,658.5) 

All translations to all databases 1.7 (–100.0 to 39,716.7) 6.3 (–98.9 to 4,658.5) 

Abbreviation: PST-A=Polyglot Search Translator–assisted. 
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